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MYRTLE BEACH, SC 

T he South Carolina Timber Pro-
ducers Assn. held its 26th annual 

membership meeting February 21-23 
at the Ellie Beach Resort in Myrtle 
Beach, SC. The official theme was 
“Overcoming Challenges While Sus-
taining Our Industry,” but the week-

end meeting was bittersweet for 

many because it is set to be the last 
meeting conducted by outgoing 
SCTPA Executive Director Crad Jaynes. 
While it still dealt with the usual busi-
ness of a state logging association 
meeting, the weekend doubled as a 
farewell to Jaynes and a celebration 
of his career serving the logging com-
munity in his home state.  
 Jaynes, who has helmed the group 
since its inception in 1999, plans to 
retire before the end of this year, as 

(Continued on page 2) 

SCTPA Director Crad Jaynes hosts his final annual meeting 
after 26 years on the job.  
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soon as SCTPA’s Board of 
Directors can hire his re-
placement—which is no 
doubt proving to be a 
task that is easier said 
than done. After all, as 
anyone who knows him 
can attest, there’s only 
one Crad Jaynes.  
  “Looking for Crad’s re-
placement is tough,” 
acknowledged SCTPA 
board member Joseph 
“BoBo” Seckinger. “We 
had the right person for 
26 years.”  While the 
search continues, Jaynes 
has agreed to stay on as 
long as he’s needed…but 
not long enough to make 
it 27 years, he insists with 
a wry smile.  
 Jaynes has outlasted 
most of the people for 
whom he went to work in 
1999: of the original 
board members who 
hired him, only one, Tom-
my Barnes, remains ac-
tive today. Jaynes says his 
work for the last quarter 

century-plus has been a 
labor of love. “I’ve had a 
wonderful 48-year ca-
reer, 26 of them here,” 
he said during an emo-
tional farewell. “There’s 
nothing more rewarding 

than getting things done. 
It gives me great joy to 
accomplish things.”  
 In an effort to express 
appreciation for his years 
of hard work and dedica-
tion on their behalf, Bob 

Lussier, Josh Key and the 
rest of the board present-
ed Jaynes with, among 
other mementos, a spe-
cial commemorative 
book they had published 

(Continued from page 1) 
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of photos from throughout his career. The book was 
entitled “Love You, Mean It,” a phrase Jaynes is fond of 
saying to his friends and associates.  
 In addition, Swamp Fox Insurance Agency, one of the 
meeting’s sponsors, presented Brenda Jaynes, Crad’s 
wife, with the Silent Partner award, and then presented 
her husband with the final ever South Carolina Timber 
Leadership Award. Jaynes was the first and, 25 years 
later, will now be the final recipient of this award be-
cause, after this year, it will now be renamed the Crad 
Jaynes award in his honor. An overwhelmed Jaynes, 
often loquacious, responded by saying, “I’m without 
words—well, not really.”  
 

Agenda 
 
 The meeting was well attended but numbers were 
actually down a bit this year, as expected in current 
conditions. But it’s not the quantity, only the quality 
that counts, Jaynes insisted: “And this is a quality 
group.”  
 After the first day’s board meeting, an evening wel-
come reception included a live auction and live music. 

The second morning’s general session featured presen-
tations from Rick Todd, President/CEO of the South Car-
olina Trucking Assn.; Cam Crawford, President/CEO of 
the Forestry Assn. of South Carolina; Josh Sandt, Canfor 
Southern Pine’s vice president of fiber procurement 
and residuals; and Scott Dane, Executive Director of the 
American Loggers Council. Each speaker provided use-
ful information on the current state of the industry: the 
good, the bad and the ugly.  
 There are 24,000 different motor carriers in South 
Carolina, Todd stated, 65% of which are single-truck 
operations, and 95% of which have fewer than 10 
trucks. “Trucking is everybody’s business,” he said. “It’s 
vital, visible and vulnerable.”  
 Sandt focused much of his presentation on how com-
panies like Canfor are exploring new alternatives to re-
place lost markets in the face of so many shutdowns in 
the last few years. “Our biggest problem is what to do 
with chips now that IP Georgetown is gone,” he said. 
“We’re seeking alternatives, but there’s no silver bul-
let.” He mentioned mass timber construction projects, 
Airbus and sustainable aviation fuel development, 
Drax’s bioenergy with carbon capture and storage 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 



 

Page 4 TIMBER TALK 1ST QUARTER 2025

(BECCS) program, and 
various applications 
for biochar.  
 “We’re working 
steadily at trying new 
things,” Sandt contin-

ued. “There’s no single thing that’s going to replace 
the 200,000 tons of chips in Conway tomorrow.” 
While he admitted that some things being tried may 
well fail, it’s imperative to try anyway. “We can’t just 
sit back and hope, so we’re actively seeking alterna-
tives.”  
 While it’s good to chase new markets, it’s also vital 
that we protect our existing ones, according to Dane. 
“We’ve got enough opposed to us, we don’t need to 
oppose each other.” Dane, who received an invitation 
to represent the timber industry at President Trump’s 
State of the Union address, noted that ALC has devel-
oped a “road map” plan for how to work with the 
Trump administration on trade policy beneficial to 
the industry. “We have their ear,” he said. “We have 
a great opportunity. This administration is our last 
best chance. It will never happen again in our life-
times.”  Regarding Canadian lumber tariffs, Dane 
expressed support, advocating for U.S. companies to 
bring facilities back online and increase domestic pro-
duction. He also expressed frustration upon hearing 
the then-recent announcement of the IP closure in 
Louisiana. “I’ve had enough,” he said. “When will it 
end?” Mills, Dane said, should take into consideration 
the impacts to the local community and jobs lost as 

part of the equation when making these business 
decisions. Still, he encouraged the assembled loggers, 
“Help is on the way, so don’t give up.” 
  

Tort Reform 
 
 One of the main points of discussion throughout 
Saturday’s sessions was tort reform. Insurance man 
Rick Quagliaroli pointed out that South Carolina is 
now a more litigious state than Florida. He pointed to 
Alabama as a positive example: “Alabama 30 years 
ago was a hellhole of torts, now it’s not,” Quagliaroli 
said.  
 The issue has been playing out in the South Caroli-
na legislature early this year, and Todd, Quagliaroli 
and others encouraged loggers to support South Car-
olina Senator Shane Massey, who is the state sen-
ate’s majority leader representing district 25, which 
encompasses Aiken, Edgefield, Lexington, McCormick 
and Saluda Counties. Massey has been fighting a 
tough battle to rein in lawsuit abuse that has targeted 
the trucking supply chain with frivolous lawsuits, 
which enrich trial lawyers and force insurance rates 
up for everyone.  
 

Afternoon, Evening, Morning 
 
 Luncheon business meeting guest speakers includ-
ed Lori Walker, Executive Director of Carolina Wom-
en in Timber, an organization she formed in 2019 
aimed at offering women in the industry a chance to 
network, connect and support each other. The indus-

(Continued from page 3) 
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try’s men, she said, understand and appreciate how 
much women bring to the table for their businesses. 
The group will hold its sixth annual meeting later this 
year, hosted by Bob and Cindy Lussier’s Great Woods 
Companies.  
 Rick Quagliaroli of Forestry Insurance Company of 
the Southeast also spoke at lunch, focusing his talk on 
tech, “future” tech that is very rapidly becoming eve-
ryday reality. “The future is what you make it,” 
Quagliaroli said. Based on a recent experience with it 
in Arizona, Quagliaroli is confident that self-driving 
cars will soon make human-driven taxis and ride-
share services like Uber obsolete. The technology is 
very far along in development and, once implement-
ed on a wide scale, will likely prove to be a safer, 
more convenient, more affordable and all-around 
higher-quality alternative. And speaking of technolo-
gy that isn’t quite so new anymore, Quagliaroli ad-
vised all log truck owners to use dash cams. “They 
make 1,000 lawsuits go away,” he said.  
 At the lunch meeting’s conclusion, Jaynes present-
ed the 2024 Gene Collins Activist of the Year award to 
Jason Wilks and Wilks Logging, Inc. of Chester, SC in 
recognition of the company’s demonstrated commit-
ment to professional and sustainable timber har-
vesting practices, steadfast support of SCTPA, active 
involvement in community and industry activities and 
promotion of education. Wilks Logging has been a 
member of SCTPA since the beginning in 1999. Ja-
son’s father, Crawford Wilks, previously received the 
award in 2005.  
 Later that evening, at a dinner hosted by Swamp 
Fox Insurance, local country music singer Cody Webb 
performed his own songs and covers of neo-classic 
tunes by Alan Jackson, George Strait, Brooks and 
Dunn and Shenandoah. Todd Martin and Bill Jones 
from the Southern Loggers Cooperative—both of 
them noted singers and pickers in their own right—

joined Webb on stage for some gospel and blue grass 
tunes.  
 The 2025 meeting ended Sunday morning with a 
prayer breakfast and more live music, this time from 
Port City Quartet, a gospel music group that moved 
many with their vocal harmonies. After silent auction 
announcements and final comments, Jaynes called 
his final meeting as SCTPA director adjourned.  
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 As We See It … February 2025 

 

               “The Fix Is In” 

T hose of us who are blessed to live and work in 
the woods know something is very wrong.  Mil-

lions of acres of America’s forests burn in wildfires 
every year. Along with the forests, towns and 
homes burn, ecosystems are severely damaged, 
and watersheds are turned into mudflows and land-
slides. While the toll on the environment is great, 
more sobering is the loss of human lives and the 
long-ranging health impacts. Wildfire smoke offsets 
years of anti-pollution efforts and is finally receiving 
the scientific study needed to evaluate the adverse 
effects on human health. 
  
Lately, I find myself in daily conversations with folks 
who ask, “What’s going on with all these fires?” I 
had a meeting one afternoon with one of our coun-
ty supervisors because he wants a clearer view of 
what’s wrong in our forests and how to fix it. To 
answer him, and you readers, I’m going to relay the 
history of the Tecuya Ridge Thinning Project, a clear 
example of “what’s wrong.” 
  
The Tecuya Project is located in Southern California, 
home to the notorious Santa Ana winds that have 
driven wildfire catastrophes throughout history. 
The project was originally envisioned by the Mount 
Pinos community, located between Los Angeles and 
Bakersfield, as a shaded fuel break that would help 
protect the area from wildfire. 
  
The Kern County Fire Department became a strong 
advocate for the Tecuya Project and collaborated 
with the local community to move the project for-
ward. The locals developed the Mount Pinos Com-
munity Wildfire Protection Plan. That plan, coupled 
with the Los Padres National Forest Strategic Fuel 
Break Assessment, gave the Tecuya Ridge Thinning 
Project the traction it needed. 
 
In March 2018, the community and the Forest Ser-
vice proposed the project: 1,626 acres of strategic 
fuel breaks designed to protect the forest ecosys-
tem and the watershed, along with 3,800 homes 

with “high risk” designation, 
in the event of a wildfire. 
The proposal triggered one 
year of project “scoping” 
where anyone could ask 
questions or provide com-
ments about the fuel break. 
At the end of the year, in 
April of 2019, the submitted 
questions had been answered and concerns ad-
dressed by the Forest Service, and the decision 
memo to proceed with the project was signed. 
  
This process was working just as it should work, 
right? The local community works with local agen-
cies to identify a problem and after presenting it to 
the public for questions and input, moves forward 
on a solution. Wrong! 
  
In stepped the Center for Biological Diversity, an 
environmental organization based in Tucson, Arizo-
na, backed with a $45 million balance sheet and a 
reported 40 attorneys on staff, who sued to stop 
the project. They claimed it endangered the Califor-
nia condor and violated the Forest Service roadless 
rules. Were condors present anywhere around the 
project? No. Were new roads proposed for this pro-
ject? No. 
  
Final outcome . . . the Tecuya Project went to the 
US District Court where it was approved in Decem-
ber 2022. Good to go? Nope – the appellants took it 
to the Ninth Circuit Court, where it was finally 
cleared to proceed on March 1st , 2024, 6 years 
after it was initially proposed. 
  
I have worked in the forest for over 50 years. Dur-
ing that time, stories just like the Tecuya fuel break 
story have played out repeatedly in forests all over 
the country. The results in California: in the 1980’s, 
there were approximately 150 sawmills producing 
wood products from California’s forests. Today the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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number of sawmills is down to 27, and even though 
our state is one-third forested, it imports over 80% of 
its wood products. Montana’s story is similar: a Uni-
versity of Montana study states that over two-thirds 
of Montana’s timber industry has been shuttered 
since the 1980’s. 
  
Today, the United States of America, with almost 800 
million acres of forest, is the #1 IMPORTER of lumber 
in the world. What’s wrong? Four decades of stories 
similar to the Tecuya fuelbreak recurring again and 
again across our National Forests. 
 
After living through the past 4 years of presidential 
and Congressional forestry dysfunction that included 
a proposal to close off another 100 million acres of 
“maturing” and old growth forests from manage-
ment, help has arrived. The problem has a “fix,” and it 
is Congressman Bruce Westerman’s (R-Ark.) and Scott 
Peters’ (D-Calif.) bill, aptly named the “Fix Our Forests 
Act” (FOFA). The American Loggers Council has been a 
strong supporter of this legislation since its introduc-
tion, meeting with Congressman Westerman and 
attending his subcommittee hearing on the bill in 
April 2024. 
  
Our support, along with the support of our partner 
timber associations, has been instrumental in pro-
moting the FOFA right up to the finish line: the House 
overwhelmingly passed the bill with 64 Democrats 
joining all the House Republicans in approving this 
legislation. The FOFA is designed to do the following: 
  

1) Incentivize large-scale (10,000 acre) forest 
management projects to increase the pace 
and scale of active forest management 

2) Simplify and expedite the environmental re-
view process on timber management pro-
jects. 

3) Limit litigation (aka Tecuya Fuelbreak) involv-
ing fireshed management projects 

  
Moving the Fix Our Forests Act across the finish line 
now lies in the hands of the Senate, where the chance 
for approval is excellent. After Congressional approv-
al, moving the FOFA from legislation to action will 
take, in my opinion, one more important step. Every 
timbered county in America will need to become 

aware of and embrace this legislation. That will be 
more likely to occur at the county supervisor or com-
missioner level if those representatives hear from the 
“local folks” – you and me. 
  
At last count, 85 environmental groups had mobilized 
to oppose the Fix Our Forests Act. The best way to 
make this “fix” a reality is to beat the folks against it 
to the punch, and here’s your punch line: 
  

 American is one-third forested 
(approximately 800 million acres). 

 Our forests are overgrown with 5 times too 
many trees per acre (500 instead of 100). 

 Wildfire is destroying or damaging approxi-
mately 7 million acres of forests each year. 

 Along with those fires, lives, communities, 
and homes are lost. 

 Wildfire, plant, insect and ecosystem losses 
on those 7 million acres are incalculable and 
often go unmentioned. 

 The United States is now the #1 IMPORTER of 
lumber in the world, and we are rapidly losing 
our timber industry and critical infrastructure. 

 As a result, according to Wood Central, Rus-
sian plywood imports to America have 
jumped 53% just in recent months. 

  
The American public has voted in an administration 
that can help right the ship, but they will not succeed 
without our help. Our local voices can stand up and 
prevail against those who seek to obstruct science-
based forest management and the wise use of our 
forest resources. We need to show up . . . and get 
there first. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Albrecht has a master’s degree in forestry from Duke Uni-
versity, is a Registered Professional Forester in California, and has 
worked for 50 years in forest management and the forest prod-
ucts industry.         
 
Mike currently serves as president of the American Loggers Coun-
cil and is a past president of Associated California Loggers and the 
Sierra Cascade Logging Conference.   

(Continued from page 6) 
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SWAMP FOX AGENCY 
HONORS CRAD JAYNES 

 
Rick Quagliaroli, President 
Swamp Fox Agency 

 
 

I  joined Swamp Fox Agency in 2013.  I have 
been involved with Associations my entire 

carrier in insurance.  Because Swamp Fox Agen-
cy is the endorsed Agency for the South Caroli-
na Timber Producers Association Crad Jaynes 
was one of the first people I met.   
 

What soon became apparent, is this “one man band” was everywhere.  He was getting more done 
than other associations with many staffed positions.  Then there was the unique set of skills.  A 
Clemson forestry major who had significant insurance and loss control experience. 
 

We quickly built a strong working relationship.   It was a matter of showing respect to support Crad 
and the Association in any way I was able.  One of the conversations we had involved the volatility 
of the commercial auto insurance market place for loggers.  Loggers experienced insurance carriers 
providing coverage for a few years and then non renewing coverages.  The services these insurance 
carriers were often limited to paying claims. 
 

Our conversation led to what are the available options.  Forestry Insurance Company of the South-
east, the only logger owned captive insurance company in the United States, writing commercial 
auto and general liability coverages, became the solution.  From a conversation in early 2016, FI-
CoSE is now in four states bringing stability to the volatile commercial auto market for loggers 
nearly a decade later. 
 

Every year at the SCTPA annual meeting  Swamp Fox Agency recognizes an individual who exempli-
fies the values that the loggers in the forestry industry hold dear i.e. hard work, do whatever it 
takes, family and a belief in God.    
 

The first person recognized as a recipient of the award was Crad in 2011.  He had led the Associa-
tion from the start as a founding member.  He navigated difficult financial storms to lead the Asso-
ciation to be financially solid.  He has the diplomatic skills to keep twelve strong-willed, independ-
ent loggers moving in the same direction.  As a result, he has earned their respect. 
 

It is only fitting that the individual recognized at the Annual Meeting in Myrtle 
Beach in February 2025 should be Crad.  This time the Award recognized 28 
years of dedication to an association and industry.  The Award also recognized 
his role with Forestry Insurance Company of the Southeast and continued guid-
ance as an advisor to the Board of Directors.  From this date forward, the Swamp 
Fox Agency’s South Carolina Timber Industry Leader Award shall be known as the 
CRAD JAYNES TIMBER INDUSTRY LEADER AWARD. 

(Continued on page 9) 



 

1ST QUARTER 2025 TIMBER TALK PAGE 9 

In 2022 the Agency added a second recognition award.  This award is directed at an individual that 
leads operations critical to the business. Those of us who attend the annual meeting know the amount 
of work that gets done is significant and done by a small group of individuals.  This year’s winner of 
Swamp Fox Agency’s Silent Partner Award is Brenda “Booboo” Jaynes.  The SCTPA annual meeting is 
an annual success story.  The Team that supports Crad is led by BooBoo assisted by family and friends.  
There can be no higher achievement of living the values of loggers than Crad and Booboo.   
 

As Crad retires from the Presidency of the SCTPA and Booboo leaves her role of coordinator, we con-
gratulate them on their new title, grandma and grandpa.  Lives well led are a joy to recognize and cele-
brate.   
 

My friend, your commitment to the Association will be dearly missed, but you will remain a friend and 
colleague forever. 

(Continued from page 8) 
 

White House / Administration Identify the 
pending European Union Deforestation  
Regulation (EUDR) as a Barrier to Trade 

 

T he U.S. Trade Representative office included the EUDR as one of 
the top ten unfair trade practices as a barrier to trade. State Associ-

ation representatives of the American Loggers Council brought this up (included in the "Road Map to 
Recovery") last week at a White House Meeting 
with officials, including a representative from the 
Office of U.S. Trade Representative. There is no De-
forestation in the U.S., so the Administration needs 
to tell the EU that the U.S. will not be participating 
in their EUDR program. The U.S. Senate and House 
have opposed it, numerous State Agriculture Com-
missioners oppose it, 22 of 27 EU Agriculture Minis-
ters have expressed concern. China has refused to 
participate. 
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Disaster Reforestration Act Coalition Letter 

April 22, 2025  

WASHINGTON, DC –  

 

T he Forest Landowners Association (FLA) has led a coalition of more than 75 state and national organiza-
tions in sending a letter to Congressional leadership urging the inclusion of the Disaster Reforestation Act in 

the upcoming budget reconciliation package. The broad coalition represents key sectors of agriculture, business, 
conservation, forestry, and other stakeholders committed to the future of Rural America and the domestic 
wood products supply chain. 
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This marks the strongest show of support for the bill to date, reflecting the growing recognition of the vital role 
that healthy working forests and a resilient domestic timber supply play in our economy, environment, and na-
tional security. The legislation would allow private forest landowners to deduct the true value of timber de-
stroyed by natural disasters and requires reforestation, ensuring long-term forest stewardship and accountabil-
ity to taxpayers. 

 

“This is a clear message to Congress: protecting working forests is not just about trees—it’s about jobs, clean 
water, wildlife habitat, and keeping rural economies strong,” said Scott Jones, CEO of the Forest Landowners 
Association. “This bill gives landowners a tool they desperately need to recover from disasters and keep forests 
in production for generations to come.” 

 

The letter was sent to Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA), Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD), House Ways and 
Means Committee Chairman Jason Smith (R-MO), and Senate Finance Committee Chairman Mike Crapo (R-ID). 
The bill is bipartisan and bicameral, and the coalition expressed hope it will be included in the final package be-
ing crafted by Congress. 

 

FLA and its partners will continue working with both the Executive Branch and the Legislative Branch to ad-
vance policies that support family forest landowners and the long-term health and productivity of America’s 
working forests. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Secretary Rollins Announces Sweeping Reforms  

to Protect National Forests and Boost  

Domestic Timber Production 
 

I n response to the President’s Executive Order issued on March 1st, Immediate Expansion of American 
Timber Production, the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Brooke Rollins has issued the follow-

ing Memorandum. This memorandum demonstrates not only the Administration’s recognition of the deteri-
orating health of the National Forests, but also an urgency in implementing emergency actions to address 
the threats posed by this situation. Numerous state members of the American Loggers Council were in DC 
this week meeting the USFS, Congress, and other Administration officials about issues, including the National 
Forests, and are committed to providing the resources and services necessary to achieve the goals and ob-
jectives of the Executive Order and this Memorandum.  

(Washington, D.C., April 4, 2025) –  
 

 U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins issued 
a Secretarial Memo (PDF, 2.9 MB) to establish an 

“Emergency Situation Determination” on 
112,646,000 acres of National Forestry System (NFS) 
land (PDF, 19.8 MB). This Memo comes on the heels 
of President Donald J. Trump’s Executive Order to 
expand American timber production by 25%, and it 
will empower the U.S. Forest Service to expedite 
work on the ground and carry out authorized emer-
gency actions to reduce wildfire risk and save Ameri-
can lives and communities. 
 “Healthy forests require work, and right now, we’re 
facing a national forest emergency. We have an 
abundance of timber at high risk of wildfires in our 
National Forests,” said Secretary Rollins. “I am proud 
to follow the bold leadership of President Trump by 
empowering forest managers to reduce constraints 
and minimize the risks of fire, insects, and disease so 
that we can strengthen American timber industry 
and further enrich our forests with the resources 
they need to thrive.” 

 The Memo issued by Secretary Rollins is part of a 
larger effort to ensure American resources are 
properly managed for generations to come. This 
work will support rural economies, reduce wildfire 

risk, and build capacity through workforce alignment 
and expanded partnerships. 

 This Memo will also spur immediate action (PDF, 
285 KB) from the U.S. Forest Service directing field 
leadership to increase timber outputs, simplify per-
mitting, remove National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) processes, reduce implementation and con-
tracting burdens, and to work directly with states, 
local government, and forest product producers to 
ensure that the Forest Service delivers a reliable and 
consistent supply of timber. 

 This action builds on Secretary Rollins’ announce-
ment last month to unleash American energy by di-
recting the USDA Forest Service to take action to re-
move burdensome Biden-era regulations that have 
stifled energy and mineral development on Forest 
Service land. As part of these decisive actions, the 
agency also canceled two mineral leasing withdraw-
als on Forest Service land that will help boost produc-
tion of critical minerals. 

 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/sm-1078-006.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/forest-health-fuels-emergency-lands.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/forest-health-fuels-emergency-lands.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/immediate-expansion-of-american-timber-production
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/implementation-secretarial-memo-1078-006.pdf
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Exhibitors …                                  
                                                             
Rotobec USA                                                                                
Dobbs Equipment 
Bandit Industries, Inc.                                                                                                                  
Swamp Fox Agency, LLC                                             
Shealy’s Truck Centers, Inc. 
Pinnacle Trailer Sales, Inc. 
Timberrisk Agency, Inc.   
Colony Tire & Services 

Sun Machinery Company 
Schwab Brothers Hydraulics 
Southern Loggers Cooperative 
Tidewater Equipment COMPANY                              
Carolina International Trucks 
Primrose Oil Company, Inc.  
Southern Pines Insurance, Inc. 
Linder Industrial Machinery Company 
Forestry Mutual Insurance Company 
Forestry Insurance Company of the Southeast 
Palmetto State Insurance & Forestry Risk Solutions 

Timber Talk 
Your Voice for South Carolina  

Timber Harvesting 
 

Contact Crad Jaynes  at  
1-800-371-2240 or bcjpaw@windstream.net 

Sponsors … 

 
Swamp Fox Agency, LLC                           
Pinnacle Trailer Sales, Inc.     
Forestry Mutual Insurance Company            
Southern Loggers Cooperative  
Schwab Brothers Hydraulics  
Collum’s Lumber Products, LLC                  
Domtar Paper Company, LLC  
Carolina International Trucks 
Palmetto State Insurance & Forestry Risk Solutions   
Dobbs Equipment 
West Fraser   
Swiss Krono, USA                               

Forestry Insurance Company of the Southeast  
Rotobec USA                                   
Timberrisk Agency, Inc.   
BITCO Corporation 
Tidewater Equipment Company 
Smurfit Westrock  
Shealy’s Truck Centers, Inc.  
Canfor Southern Pine                                                          
Southern Pines Insurance, Inc.  
Colony Tire & Services                                                     
New-Indy Catawba, LLC 
Clark Trailer Service, Inc. 
Georgia Pacific     

SCTPA wishes to thank the following SPONSORS and EXHIBITORS who, 
with their generous financial contributions and time, helped to make the 
2025 SCTPA Annual Meeting a great success!  A sincere thank you to all!!! 
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If it Ain't Broke, Why Fix It?   

 
 
That seems to be a common sentiment amongst a number of logging business owners 
when it comes to considering how they can improve the way they handle a fundamental 
part of their logging operation:  tracking, receiving revenue for, and paying for the loads 
they produce.    
 
The problem is:  often they don’t even know their methods are broken until they try an-
other method.   
 
And then they see the time they were wasting with their old methods, and the money 
they were leaving on the table from loads that were paid incorrectly, and the ticket 
errors that their old methods never allowed them to catch.  I can say these bold com-
ments because our clients have repeatedly made these observations to me over the 
years– all because they were willing to embrace a new way of doing things.   
 
Sometimes the most positive outcomes in our lives - and our businesses -  come from 
“making improvements” rather than just “making do.”   And those improvements allow 
us to get ahead instead of just get by.   
 
The last time you bought a new machine for the woods, chances are, your old one was 
probably still working.  Yet you embraced the change because you believed a new ma-
chine would help you be more productive.       
 
In the same way, doesn’t it make sense to consider making a positive change to en-
hance productivity in the office?     
 
Not only will it enhance productivity, it can even help you make more informed deci-
sions about where your business is most in need of positive change.   
 
Call Caribou today to learn how our software solutions can help you enhance your 
productivity and your professionalism in the office, and help you get a better handle on 
the economics of your business so you can stay in business.     
 
Whether you run a 2-person operation or a 20+ one, our StumpGeek system and our 
Logger’s Edge system have you covered.   We invite you to join over 300 logging con-
tractors across the US and Canada who rely on our solutions every day to do their busi-
nesses better.  Contact Teresa Hannah at 850-532-6206 x1 to schedule a consultation 
to determine which solution is best for your business.  
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

SCTPA welcomes our New Members & Restart Members. 
Your support is appreciated. 

 

Dedicated representation & service to the professional timber harvesting segment of  
South Carolina’s forest products industry. 

Lowe Timber Co., LLC, Graniteville, SC 
Manning Wood, LLC, Manning, SC 
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Timber Talk 
Your Voice for South Carolina  

Timber Harvesting 
 

Contact Crad Jaynes  at  
1-800-371-2240 or bcjpaw@windstream.net 

           
SCTPA partners with Samsara for an Onboard Camera member program 
offering a 15% discount for active, dues paid members and in certain 
situations a 20% referral bonus. 
 
     The average Logging Truck can save over $2,000 a year with a smart 
WIFI Dash Camera by: 

 Avoiding False Claims 

 Decreasing Insurance Costs  

 Reducing the chance of accidents by way of In-Cab Alerts 

     Dash cameras have proven their worth and value in many accidents to where the truck driver was not 
at fault in an accident. Dash cameras help to avoid the “he said, she said” situations in accidents. And of 
course, the dash camera can show a driver being at fault in an accident as well. Even if the driver was at 
fault, having the dash camera could potentially assist in the accident investigation and the outcome.  
     Our litigious society now with all the screaming predatory plaintiffs’ attorneys are out to get the most 
out of an accident for lawsuits. So why not try to protect your business and your drivers by installing 
dash cameras to improve driver and trucking safety, training and perhaps a little more peace of mind. 
 
     Samsara provides Real-Time GPS Tracking, Automatic Text Alerts with Footage, Live Streaming Foot-
age and Advanced Intelligence In-Cab Audio Alerts.  
     Christian Houston-Floyd is the Samsara Account Executive. His direct contact is 470-502-6900 exten-
sion 3 or online at christian.houston@samsara.com. 
     SCTPA is proud to provide this Samsara program as a member benefit and service. It is highly recom-

mended trucks be equipped with GPS and Onboard Cameras regardless of system brand.   

Samsara Onboard Cameras  
Member Program 2024 

mailto:christian.houston@samsara.com
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South Carolina Represented at 
ALC Fly-In 

 
By Rick Quagliaroli 
President & CEO Swamp Fox Agency 
 

T he ALC fly-in is an annual event.  This year the dates 
were April 1 through 3.   Scott Dane the executive 

director of the American Loggers Council organized a 
tight agenda which left ample time to meet with various 
state legislators.   This year’s attendance set a record for 
participation.  The American Bio Mass Association joined 
this year’s fly-in.   
 The South Carolina contingent met with all six House 
members and two Senator’s Legislative Directors.   The 
ALC provided detailed position papers on each of the key 
issues.  Additionally, we prepared a book that laid out for 
each delegation the important facts of the Timber Indus-
try to employment in South Carolina.   
 The issues we raised in every meeting 
included: 

1. Safe Roads Act 
2. Unfair Trade Policy 
3. Workforce Development 
4. Fix Our Forest 
5. Sustainable Forestry Incentives 

& Carbon Markets 
6. Fair and balanced regulations 

 We featured Beech Island to add a 
personal touch.  The level of human-
interest success and the impact on em-
ployment was recognized by each of our delegations. 
The demand for our representatives’ time is significant.  
Each office had a minimum of four meetings, every day, 
Monday through Thursday.  The level of interest shown 
in our message is high, the professionalism of the Legisla-
tive Director was impressive.  All asked excellent ques-
tions.  There was a keen interest in trying to understand 
our industry. 
 Most of the Legislative staff originates from South Car-
olina.  Those who do not come from South Carolina 
found they shared the same values as our representa-
tives.   

 We got some excellent advice from Congressman 
Clyburn’s office regarding strategies to pass the 
Safe Roads Act, which could quickly benefit 
South Carolina. 

 There was interest from Representatives Biggs, 
Fry, Mace, Norman and Timmons legislative di-
rectors to learn more about becoming co-

sponsors of the Safe Roads Act 
 Representative Mace’s staff took the initiative to 

let us know she voted for the Fix Our Forest Act 
 Representative Biggs staff expressed real interest 

in the news regarding the Georgetown mill pro-
ducing bio mass fuel. 

 Every member both House and Senate was 
aware of the Georgetown mill closing.  There was 
instant recognition of the impact that had on the 
workers at the mill.  Energy policy is on every-
one’s agenda and so the news regarding the fu-
ture of the Georgetown mill was high. 

 Finally, every member was on board with the 
idea of creating new products to sustain the for-
estry/logging industry in the State is critical. 

 The clear message was that taking the time to edu-
cate our representatives on the issues faced by loggers 
was appreciated.  We built some ongoing channels of 
communication which will tie each to remaining in touch.  
With the number of meetings being held every day we 
are just being competitive with the other industries try-

ing to educate our representatives.  
There is no clearer message, “if you 
want to be known about, you must 
be present.  Every other industry is!” 
 As part of the “fly-in” ALC recog-
nized legislative leaders who have 
supported our industry. The reception 
is the final “fly-in” event before the 
Board of Directors meeting.  This is 
the time that members of Congress 
are recognized for supporting the for-
estry industry. The recipients of the 

Congressional Leadership Award were: 
 Senator Risch from Idaho  
 Senator Angus King of Maine 
 Representative LaMalfa of the 1st District Califor-

nia 
 There may be some differences from state delegation 
to state delegation, but the core issues/problems were 
common to all. 
 The other benefit of making the fly-in is that we walked 
14.3 miles in two days, we may never have slept better, 
and being sore never felt so good.   
 South Carolina was represented by Sarah Stansell, Jere-
my Barclay and Rick Quagliaroli.  Thanks to Sarah for 
putting together a comprehensive booklet about the im-
portance of logging to South Carolina’s economy and 
voters. 
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Senate Amends House Liquor Liability Bill to Include S.244 
 

SC Chamber of Commerce 
Three Things to Know 
 

April 18, 2025 
 

T his Week, the SC Senate amended the House-passed liquor liability bill (H.3947) by removing all of the 
House language and replacing it with the entirety of S.244, a comprehensive lawsuit reform package 

that will deliver much-needed relief for all sectors of the South Carolina economy that are being negatively 
impacted by the state’s out-of-balance civil justice system and one of the business community’s top legisla-
tive priorities this year, before sending the bill back to the House. 
     Despite only three weeks remaining in this year’s legislative session, there are many ways in which law-
makers can still enact meaningful lawsuit reform this year that benefits all sectors of the state’s economy.  A 
few different paths forward exist now for the amended version of the bill, including: 

 The House could concur with the Senate’s changes and send the amended bill (with the entirety of 
S.244 attached) to the Governor’s desk for his signature. 

 The House could amend the bill back to its original version of H.3497, as passed by the House, which 
would send the bill to a conference committee, while separately moving S.244 throughout the com-
mittee process during these final three weeks. 

 The House could amend the bill further by stripping and/or revising certain provisions before sending 
it back to the Senate, upon which the Senate can either concur or send the bill to a conference com-
mittee to ultimately decide the fate of lawsuit reform this year. 

     Now that both bills are pending in the House of Representatives, House members must continue to hear 
from businesses on this critical issue. Please contact your representative today and urge them to deliver 
much-needed relief for all sectors of the South Carolina economy that are being negatively impacted by the 
state’s out-of-balance civil justice system before the end of this year’s legislative session. 
     Despite only three weeks remaining in this year’s legislative session, there are many ways in which law-
makers can still enact meaningful lawsuit reform this year that benefits all sectors of the state’s economy.  A 
few different paths forward exist now for the amended version of the bill, including: 
     Now that both bills are pending in the House of Representatives, House members must continue to hear 
from businesses on this critical issue. Please contact your representative today and urge them to deliver 
much-needed relief for all sectors of the South Carolina economy that are being negatively impacted by the 
state’s out-of-balance civil justice system before the end of this year’s legislative session.  

 

SCTPA Comments: SC Senate Bill 244, SC Justice Act, passed 
the Senate and went to the House of Representatives for 
action. This bill is very important to SC’s businesses, includ-
ing the wood supply chain, to reign in and fix SC’s broken 
tort laws and reform the justice system. SCTPA members 
and friends had a presence at the SC Statehouse on March 
5 to attend the press conference to show support for Senate 
Bill 244. Thanks to everyone who came to the Statehouse 
for the press conference.  
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New Mass Timber Act to Target 
All Federal Buildings —  

US Congress 
 
By Jason Ross,  
Wood Central  
 

T he new bill - which has strong bipartisan support - 
would help ramp up supply for an industry which 

is currently running at just 39% manufacturing capaci-
ty. 
     Thousands of ‘public buildings’ 
across the US, including schools, 
colleges, office blocks and mili-
tary installations, could be built 
from ‘innovative wood products 
after a new bill, which would see 
the establishment of the Mass 
Timber Federal Buildings Act 
2025, could see the removal of 
several barriers to market adop-
tion. 
     The Act—which has been read for a second time 
before Congress—aims to incentivize the use of mass 
timber in federal building contracts. It comes weeks 
after President Trump issued an executive order to 
“free up forests for timber production.” 
     Introduced by Senators Jeff Merkley (a Democrat) 
and James Risch (a Republican) and co-sponsored by 
Ron Wyden (a Democrat) and Mike Crapo (a Republi-
can), the bill is the latest push to promote an industry 
expected to grow 25 to 40-fold over the coming 30 
years. It will prioritize locally grown and manufactured 
timber over imports – currently 10-15% cheaper than 
US-made equivalents – amid a race to use mass timber 
and hybrid timber systems in public buildings world-
wide. 
     Announcing the bill, Senators Merkley of Oregon 
and Risch of Idaho said that mass timber creates jobs 
in rural and urban communities, reduces fire risk, in-
creases resilience, and helps shrink carbon footprints: 
“By using mass timber in federal projects, our biparti-
san efforts will help tackle our nation’s biggest chal-
lenges whilst creating good-paying jobs in Oregon and 
across the Pacific Northwest,” Senator Merkley said. 
     “As a trained forester, I understand how important 
the timber industry is to Idaho communities, wildfire 
risk reduction and forest management,” Senator Risch 

said. “The Mass Timber Federal Buildings Act is com-
monsense legislation to benefit Idaho’s forests, create 
jobs and increase economic growth.” 
     According to Senator Wyden of Oregon, mass tim-
ber has enormous potential to generate jobs, reduce 
carbon emissions, and develop an innovative approach 
to combating the housing shortage nationwide. 
“Boosting demand for timber in the construction of 
federal buildings will harness the incredible work al-
ready done in our forests, creating new opportunities 
for Idaho companies, workers and products,” Senator 
Crapo of Idaho said. 

     Should it pass, the Act will 
mandate a preference in federal 
building contracts for mass tim-
ber products. “This will give mass 
timber companies the ability to 
compete for federal construction, 
renovation, or acquisition of pub-
lic buildings and military con-
struction,” according to a state-
ment supporting the bill. 
     The US Army has been working 
for over a decade on using mass 

timber construction materials in military installations. 
In 2016, blast tests confirmed the material’s durability 
under heavy combat fire.  
     The act would see a two-tier preference introduced 
into all federal contracts. 
     The bill creates a two-tier contracting preference—
the first applies to mass timber coming from state, fed-
eral, private, and Tribal forestlands, whilst the optional 
second applies to mass timber products sourced from 
restoration practices, fire mitigation projects, and un-
derserved forest owners. In addition, there will be a 
requirement to conduct building lifecycle assessments, 
which will provide data to learn more about carbon 
sequestration in mass timber buildings.  
     Endorsed by the American Wood Council, Sustaina-
ble Northwest, Forest Landowners Association, Nation-
al Alliance of Forest Owners (NAFO), Weyerhaeuser, 
Freres Engineered Wood, Oregon Forest Industries 
Council, Composite Recycling Technology Center 
(CRTC), Oregon director, Washington Mass Timber Ac-
celerator, Pacific Northwest Mass Timber Tech Hub, 
American Forest Resource Council, and Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry, industry hopes the Act will stimulate 
an industry that last year slowed down in line with con-

(Continued on page 35) 



 

1ST QUARTER 2025 TIMBER TALK PAGE 35 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Timber Talk 
Your Voice  

for South Carolina  
Timber Harvesting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Crad Jaynes  at  
1-800-371-2240 or 

bcjpaw@windstream.net 

struction activity. 
     According to the 339-page Mass Timber Report 
handed out to delegates during the International Mass 
Timber Conference last month, the US demand for 
mass timber buildings declined by 20% last year, down 
from 197 buildings (either built or commencing con-
struction) in 2023 to 155, with developers squeezed out 
by high interest rates. 
     “Another 1,168 projects are in the design stage in 
the US as of December, indicating that there is strong 
demand for mass timber construction once funding be-
comes available and affordable,” the report said, re-
vealing the industry was operating at 39% manufactur-
ing capacity (down from 47% last year). 
     President Trump signed an executive order to in-
crease timber harvesting in US forests by at least 25% 
over the coming years.  
     Last year, Wood Central reported that “favorable 

public policies and the removal of barriers to market 

adoption” could see mass timber grow from 0.362 mil-

lion cubic metres or 0.4% of the American softwood 

industry to between 452 million and 750 million cubic 

metres, with “the greatest adoption rates projected for 

the seven-stories and higher,” fueled by a surge in new 

buildings in the South (43%), followed by the West 

(23%), the dwest (21%) and the Northeast (13%). 

 

About Wood Central: 

Wood Central is Australia’s first and only dedicated 

platform covering wood-based media across all digital 

platforms. Our vision is to develop an integrated 

platform for media, events, education, and products 

that connect, inform, and inspire the people and organ-

izations who work in and promote forestry, timber, and 

fibre.  

(Continued from page 34) 
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Michelin & B. F. Goodrich Tire SCTPA Member Discount Program 

     SC Timber Producers Association is proud to offer this Member Benefit Program. SCTPA has partnered with Michelin 
and B. F. Goodrich (BFG) to offer ACTIVE dues paid members the opportunity to save money on tires through this pro-
gram.  
     SCTPA President Crad Jaynes said, “SCTPA is pleased and proud to partner with Michelin North America to offer this 
valuable and cost saving opportunity for our members. Our members are always our first priority and when our associ-
ation can provide a cost saving program like this, it is a “win” for everyone. I appreciate Michelin partnering with us in 
this program.” 
     This program is available to ALL active dues paid members in all SCTPA member categories. Members are able to 
visit any local Michelin dealer. Program requires an application be completed and the use of a credit or debit card. 

Member Process for SCTPA Michelin & BFG Tire Program 

1. Contact SCTPA to receive active member number, membership period and member status (logger, wood deal-
er, etc.). 

2. Must be an Active Dues Paid SCTPA Member. 
3. Interested SCTPA members should reach out to your local Michelin Tire Dealer. 
4. Contact Michelin’s Sharon Warner, 386-479-1169, email sharon.warner@michelin.com to receive an applica-

tion. Sharon will ask questions regarding number of tires to be purchased, who pays and how. 
5. Sharon Warner will verify active membership with SCTPA’s Crad Jaynes.  
6. Once application is verified, it will be sent to Michelin for approval. 
7. Michelin will provide the customer with a Bill To and Ship To Number. At that time, the member will have to 

Register their account at Michelinb2b.com and upload the member’s Credit or Debit Card. 
8. Program available to ALL members registered as active dues paid SCTPA members. 
9. Program available for Michelin and B.F. Goodrich tires. Tires available are Truck, Light Truck, Passenger Car & 

Agricultural, Industrial & Off Road Tires & Retreads. 
10. Once a member is registered on Michelinb2b.com, member will have access to all their purchase reports and 

tire pricing. 
11. Members can go to any Michelin dealer to purchase tires. 
12. Tires cannot be ordered online or shipped to the customer. Must go through a Michelin dealer. 

SCTPA is pleased to offer our members this tire discount program on the high quality tire products offered by Michelin 
Tire and B. F. Goodrich Tires. Should a member have any questions, feel free to contact Sharon Warner or SCTPA. 

9-8-23 

SCTPA Member Benefit & Service 

 

mailto:sharon.warner@michelin.com
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  
11           Happy Mother’s Day! 
22           SCTPA Board of Directors Meeting, 10:00 a.m., Hampton Inn   
      Harbison, Columbia.              
26           Happy Memorial Day! 
 

  
23-27      SC Sustainable Forestry Teachers Tour, Newberry. 
 

  
4              Happy Fourth of July… Independence Day! 
 
 

     SCTPA is available to those needing to view the 2025 SFI Timber 
Operations Professional (TOP) Update Video to continue to be SC 
SFI Trained for the July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 period. Contact 
SCTPA and a group live class or individual live class can be ar-
ranged.  
     Spring District Meeting dates are subject to change. Meeting no-
tices will be mailed, posted on SCTPA Facebook page and listed on 
the website www.scloggers.com prior to scheduled meeting.       
Members & Non-Members are encouraged to attend our district 
meetings to know what the issues are affecting the industry. 

 
SCTPA Board of Directors 

 

 
Chairman:  Joseph “BoBo” Seckinger 

Seckinger Forest Products, Inc. 
Hampton 

Cell 803-571-0019 
           

Vice Chairman:  Josh Key 

Beech Island Timber & Construction, Inc. 

Jackson 
Cell 803-507-8995 

 

Secretary-Treasurer:  Griff Wilson 
WilRidge Forestry, LLC 

Chester 
Cell 803-209-3053 

 

Danny McKittrick 
McKittrick Timber, LLC 

Heath Springs 
Cell 803-320-1739 

 

Colby Crosby 
Crosby Logging & Timber, Inc. 

Ridgeland 
Cell 843-321-1432 

 

Buddy Lominick 
Big Pine Logging 

Newberry 
Cell 803-940-6138  

 

Ron Poston 
Ronnie L. Poston Logging, Inc. 

Hemingway 
Cell 843-558-9309 

 

Tommy Barnes 
Ideal Logging, Inc. 

Edgemoor 
Cell 803-385-7994 

 

Carey "Buster" Harrison  
Harrison Forest Products, Inc.. 

Round O 
Cell 843-908-0085  

 

Bob Lussier 
Great Woods Companies, LLC 

Bennettsville 
Cell 860-377-5318  

 

John Rice 

Rice Land & Timber, LLC 

Allendale 
Cell 803-259-6202 

 

****** 
Crad Jaynes 

President & CEO 

 

   

Need SFI Trained DVD Class or other training? 
      
 SCTPA can provide the New DVD Training Module for SFI Trained status.  SCTPA is 
an approved DVD training class facilitator and will be scheduling classes during the 
year. Other training programs are available for safety, driver training, equipment 
lockout & tagout, hazardous materials spill control on logging sites and forestry 
aesthetics.  
 Truck Driver Training Workshops will be scheduled. Watch the Mark Your Calen-
dar section of this newsletter for dates.       
 Notices for SCTPA workshops & events will be forwarded. 

Crad Jaynes 
President & CEO 

SCTPA 
PO Box 811, Lexington, SC  29071 
800-371-2240   Fax: 803-957-8990 

bcjpaw@windstream.net 

Kathy Fudge 
Communications Director 

SCTPA 
PO Box 811, Lexington, SC  29071 

803-608-3357  
khfudge@gmail.com 



PO Box 811 
Lexington, SC  29071 

800-371-2240 
803-957-8990 

bcjpaw@windstream.net 

Our Mission 
 

 The Mission of the South Carolina Timber Producers Association is to serve as the voice for timber harvesting and allied timber 
businesses to advance the ability of its members to professionally, ethically, efficiently, safely, environmentally and profitably 
harvest, produce and transport timber to meet the timber supply demands of our state by providing continuing educational and 
training opportunities, distributing timber harvesting, hauling, manufacturing and selling information, representing our mem-
bers in national and statewide legislative activities, and aggressively promoting, supporting and conducting programs of state, 
regional and national advocacy. 


