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SCTPA & ALC CHARGE
N HE HILLO

SCTPAG6s Chair ma-n
trick, Vice Chairman Billy McKinney,
former Chairman and board member
Tommy Barnes, President Crad
Jaynes and CAT Forest Products
Chip Burroughs charged The Hill in
Washington, DC March 20 and 21 to
meet our South Carolina U.S. House
members, Senators and staffers to
promote the issues for the timber har-
vesting industry. Along with our con-
tingent was a host of American Log-
gers Council member states
to meet with their representa-
tives, federal agencies and
pertinent committee mem-
bers.

Chip was making his first
visit to DC and living in SC
fell right in with our group.
And | think he was quite sur-
prised, added great com-
ments and learned a great
deal.

It was one of the best vis-
its we have had as the cherry blos-
soms were in full bloom, early of
course due to the warm weather, and
the city and view was spectacular. It
was also one of the busiest times we
have seen. The Hill was buzzing with
throngs of visitors promoting their
agendas. And as we heard, looking
for a piece o0b the

ALC Executive Director Danny
Dructor provided a briefing on the is-
sues to be presented from a national
perspective. Bill Imbergamo, Execu-
tive Director Federal Forest Resource
Coalition, Michael McAdams Presi-
dent of Advanced Biofuels Association
and Florida Congressman Steve Suth-
erland, whose brother is a profes-
sional logger, made presentations.
Then it was off to storm The Hill.

Unfortunately we did not get to

meet with any of
our SC Senators
or House mem-
bers, but had
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staffers are integral components of
the process to reach the representa-
tives with issues.

One of the comments we heard in
our meetings,it hi s pl ace
(fiscally) and broke in the political
process to get thingsdone.d6 Ano't
was,ii t 6s el ecti on

gong to a whole lot accomplished.o

Wowé this is the .s
Makes you o €& HUM
Our opening tag line for each
meeting was €& fiWe
ask for one penny, we are here seek-
ing support for our issues.0 An d
response was, i Wo,wet 6.8 t a

fi Afoldeewas giveneat each meeting
containing the SCTPA cover letter,
ALC Position Statements, issue arti-
cles, association stickers and honor-
ary SCTPA member certificate for
each representative along with an
association calculator for the staffers.

The discussions were great as all

the staffers were up to date with most
of the issues particularly the Ninth
Circuit Ruling on Forest Roads Per-

mitting as well as the other issues. We
(Continued on pagg)
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(Continued from pagg)
are fortunate all but one of the House member staffers
have remained in tact so we were meeting with the same
folks SCTPA stays in contact with.

Overall we were pleased with the meetings and the

starts, the financial crisis and new financial regulations,
higher and higher fuel costs, overall downturn in wood
using markets, this has created tighter wood markets and
a continued economic crunch that is still creating issues
for mere survival in the timber harvesting industry.

responses for support. But it is DC
and Athat placeo
than the rest of our nation.Bu t i
our political process with all the parti- |
san and bi-partisan political postur-
ing that may or may not be to every- |
oneds | iking ,butb
our system, our country and whether
you believe it or not, still is the best
out there. A little broke right now, but
it does work.
As ALC board member Richard

This economic crisis has many of
our professional loggers, wood suppli-
ers and timber truckers in severe finan-
cial stress. This industry continues to
be at the mercy of the economic stran-
1 gle hold that now grips us.

The challenges faced now not only
impact the timber harvesting and sup-
ply segments, but also impact solid
" wood products, pulp and paper prod-
ucts manufacturing and timberland
owners.

Schwab, Southeastern Wood Pro-
ducers Association, said, i We

ect
they are not dong the job, then vote them out.0
good point.

Below is the cover letter presented in the SCTPA in-
formation folder. The ALC Position Statements were pub-
lished in the previous January/February Timber Talk is-
sue if you want to refer back to them.

el
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March 22, 2012
Dear Senator (Or Congressman),

On behalf of the professionals harvesting, producing
and transporting South
able forest resources, we appreciate your service to the
Palmetto State in Washington, DC.

South Carolinads forest
Number One manufacturing
omy with an economic impact of $17.5 billion annually.
Ti mber is our
lion annually. Forest products exports are $1 billion annu-
ally.

Our forest industry ranks first in employment including
our professional timber harvesting, supplying and truck-
ing businesses with a payroll over $2 billion and over
40,000 employed workers.

Our nation and stateds
pete in the global marketplace. Our economies of scale
within our own segment of professional timber harvesting,
supplying and trucking have witnessed changes in our
markets. The economic downturn over the past years has
taken its toll on timber harvesting businesses and our
rural communities supported by the forestry industry.

As our pulp and paper and even solid wood products
industries continue to endure these economic hard times,
the forest products industry, timber harvesters and timber
suppliers face major challenges to merely survive.

As our industry faces the current economic woes
caused by solid wood products markets reducing wood
consumption due to decreased building and housing

Professional loggers are having to

t hese qgpevatepldez haevestihg maichines and haul trucks due to
Ma k e s tharevised financial requirements that are now prohibi-

tive in allowing professional loggers to purchase and fi-
nance newer machines for increased productivity, effi-
ciency and economics.

Alternative market for the utilization of wood and
woody biomass for the production of renewable energy,
bio-fuels and other bio-related products is desperately
needed and would improve availability of wood markets.
This alternative market not only helps the timber supply
and timber harvesting segments, but also helps forest
landowners.

As our nation attempts to reduce our dependence on
foreign oil resources, we see an opportunity for our indus-
try to continue to have markets for harvested timber as

Car o well assnvdoaly bsomnass fienin haavdsting resadoats and e n

even non-merchantable roundwood. We have the avail-
able resources from our sustainable and renewable for-

p r estd. But additionainsdppast framyWashimgiok, DCia st
s e geededto help $pur these masketa t e 6 s

econ
Technology is becoming available to utilize woody bio-

st at e 6s $Numilb e masSfar ¢he raxesdes toc corvgrt waady material to vari-

ous products. These processes are environmentally safe,
efficient, A gr een {0n i nmgtrwrvee
sequester carbon, create jobs and are good for the utili-
zation of our sustainable and renewable forest resources.
However, much is needed via support for increased
funding from Washington to increase the incentives for

f-o r cursent angl potedtial asers of waody bisntass toereatec o

these alternative markets in South Carolina.

Likewise it is Aimperatiyv
pass Renewable Energy Policies that include wood and
woody biomass within the definition of Renewable Bio-
mass. Without wood and woody biomass being included,
there is little to no incentive for any woody biomass mar-
kets to develop in South Carolina.

Issues to be addressed and supported for sustaining
the timber harvesting and forest products industry in
South Carolina as well as nationally are;

(Continued on pag8)
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(Continued from pagg)

9 Support a Broader Definition of Renewable Bio-
mass in House Resolution 6 to include woody
biomass from private and public land owner-
ships for the production of renewable energy,
bio-fuels and other bio-products; improving air
quality; sequestering carbon; improving eco-
nomic vitality of rural communities through in-
creased employment; providing incentives for
new woody biomass utilizing markets; reducing

Support legislation to reduce the amount of
over burdensome regulatory authority exerted
on businesses from the EPA and other federal
agencies that discourage economic recovery
and growth for the nation. Support the reversal
ofthe9"Ci rcuitds Ruling t
ging and forest roads is point source pollution
requiring a permit under the National Pollution
Discharge System (NPDES) after the industry
has been exempt for over thirty years. Position
Paper Included.

our dependence on foreign oil resources; and i Supportllegislativ.e .initiatives to.provide funding
promoting sustainable economic growth. Posi- to counties containing U.S. National Forests
tion Paper Included. that reinstitutes an active, predictable and sus-
. . . : tainable forest management program for federal
T Support legislation that prowdes_ mce_:ntlves for forestlands that would generate revenue suffi-
res_earch(,jdevelopmentf, mste(ljllagpn, implemen- cient to replace the direct federal cash subsidy
tation an expansion of woody biomass mar- that ended last year. Counties in South Carolina
. t_he production of renewable energy and containing the Francis Marion and Sumter Na-
woody blom.ass.based products. tional Forests lands are hurting financially due
Support legislation to allow State Legal Gross to the termination of the Secure Rural Schools
Vehicle Weights to be trucked on the Interstate and Community Self-Determination Act Sep-
Systems within each state to improve highway tember 30. 2011
safety, transportation logistics, reduce costs, ' -
improve motorists and truckers safety and re- ' Support H.R. 4019, introduced by Congress-
duce truck loads on rural and state highways by man Doc Hastings, the Federal Forests County
amending the United States Code, Title 23, Revenue, Schools and Jobs Act of 2012 and
Chapter 1, Subchapter |, Section 127(a) by the legislative discussion draftllntroduced by
adding the following paragraph: Congressmen Walden, DeFazio apd Schrader
ilndividual State weight ¢alleghthe Q& G Taugt.Congeqvgtion agd Jabs
ances for agricultural (including forest) com- Act. Position Paper Included.
modities that are applicable to State highways 9 Support extending the agricultural exemption,
other than the Interstate System, shall be appli- now enjoyed by farmers and ranchers, to me-
cable in lieu of the requirements of this subsec- chanical timber harvesting businesses to allow
tion.0 Position Paper Included. for the training of sixteen to eighteen year old
1 Support USDA Forest Service Appropriations sons and daughters to carry on the family log-
for FY 2013 budget to continue full funding for ging businesses. Position Paper Included.
the USDA Forest Service Timber Products line 9 Support extending permanently the One-Year
item and support a target volume of 3 billion Protocol for Surveys of the Northern Spotted
board feet of saw log volume to be offered from Owl in California and Other Western States.
the US Forest Service in 2012, with ramping up Position Paper Included.
of volume to 4 billion feet in the 2013 budgetfor ~  { support legislation providing financial regulatory
timber products. Oppose using an fiac fRfandincentives for professional timber har-
treatedo accountability appsRAhvedth fnbrovitithberharlestifg
to fewer mechanical treatments such as thin- equipment and woody biomass harvesting and
ning / harvesting projects. Active management processing equipment.
utilizing mechanical treatments will address of Support legislation to reduce the tax burdens
our national forests health crisis, produce saw placed on small businesses to help stimulate
log material for existing forest industries sup- economic recovery and growth.
porting rural communities, increase and sustain
employment opportunities thus improving local On behalf of South Caraql
economies and improve the utilization of woody  timper producers and unmanufactured forest products
biomass for renewable energy generation. Posi-  yckers, please support legislation to sustain our
tion Paper Included. healthy forests, provide new alternative markets for
9 Oppose legislation attempting to limit woody wood and woody biomass and sustain our entire forest

biomass utilization by competing markets so as
to encourage an open market system for all
woody products harvested from our renewable
and sustainable forests.

products industry so it does not follow the course taken
by the textile industry that moved off shore and has vir-
tually faded away.

(Continued on pagé)
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Our wood supply chain consisting of landowners, loggers and wood consumers need a viable industry to sustain
and create jobs, improve economies, create emerging industries, compete in the global marketplace and sustain our

healthy, sustainable and renewable forest resources.
Again,t hank you for your
products industries.

Sincerely,

Crad Jaynes
President & CEO

ser vi

ce and support of our st

Be sure to check out our D.C. photos on page 36 & 37.
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Quarterly Report to the States
January 1 i March 30, 2012

he ALC Board of Directors has requested that a

guarterly report be generated from the ALC office,
highlighting the events and activities of the American
Loggers Council. Our hopes are that you will use these
reports to inform your members on how the American
Loggers Council is working on their behalf to benefit the
timber harvesting industry.

Executive Committee

The Executive Committee has met on two separate con-
ference calls in both January and February.

The first call held on in January reviewed the minutes
from the December 6, 2011 teleconference, the Treas-
urer6s report
into committee reports, including the Legislative Com-
mittee, Transportation Committee, Communications
Committee and Membership Committee.

The second call, held on in February reviewed the min-
utes from the January 10, 2012,t h e
dated January 31, 2012 and heard committee reports
from the Legislative Committee, Communications Com-
mittee, and Membership Committee.

Leqgislative Committee

The legislative committee met on two separate confer-
ence calls and identified the key issues that the ALC
would be working on during the Spring Fly-In/Board of
Directors meeting in Washington, D.C. Assignments

were given to review the current position statements and

revise as needed. All position papers were electroni-

3d, 201k ahd them wemtm b e

cally distributed to both the Board members and the As-
sociation Executives prior to the Fly-In. The ALC contin-
ues to participate in weekly conference calls dealing with
the Forest Roads and NPDES permit issue.

The ALC Fly-In held on March 22-23 in Washington, DC
resulted in 103 visits to members of Congress as well as
5 Committee visits and two agency visits, including a
meeting with the Chief of the U.S. Forest Service.

The top priority for ALC n
meetings was the pending Silviculture Regulatory Con-
sistency Act, H.R. 2541 in the House and S. 1369 in the
Senate, and all members were focused on this issue.
Other issues that were of importance included truck
weights on the interstate, US Forest Service appropria-
tions, payments to counties and schools, youth careers

in logging, defining renewable biomass, and the spotted
owl survey protocol.

The ALC has been working with several Congressional
offices feeding them information for questions asked
during hearings on forest health and public lands issues.

Transportation Committee

Trhe ALC transportation committee continues to monitor
the actions pertaining to the Surface Transportation and
Reauthorization Act. In House Committee mark-up, the
House pulled the language proposing a 97.000 # weight
limit on the Federal Interstate Highway System and re-
placed it with a three year study as to the impact of

heavier weg;hts on tpe existing infrastructure. The Sen-

Treasureros T

ate passed it V&rSion of the Highway Bill, but it is ex-
pected that it will meet resistance in the House. At-
tached to the Senate Bill was an additional appropria-
tions of 1.4 Billion for the Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF) and extension language for payments to
Counties and Schools in lieu of Timber Sale receipts
from the US Forest Service. The committee plans on
holding conference calls beginning in April to discuss
options for the ALC truck weight proposal in the pending
Transportation Bill.

(Continued on pagg)
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Communications Committee

The Communications committee has been holding con-
ference calls to discuss ALC communications and the
2011 annual report.

There have been monthly
duced in January, February and March that have been
authored by Danny Dructor, Jim Geisinger and Bill
Jones.

The ALC web site has gone public, and some small
corrections are being made as needed. The ALC store
is being worked on and we hope to have that up and
running in the very near future. We continue to work on
obtaining videos to place in the video section of the
home page of the site, as well as working out some
technical issues that we are having with displaying the
videos.

The 2011 Annual report has been completed and was
distributed at the Spring Board of Directors meeting
and copies are being sent to State Association Execu-
tives, Independent Logger Members, and Sponsors.
John Deere provided in-kind support for the layout and
printing of the document.

The ALC and Facebook and Twitter pages are active
and are being updated with timely information.

Membership Committee

The membership committee continues to hold monthly
conference calls as work continues on its projects.

The sponsorship drive has reached 85% of its target for
2012 with commitments totaling $106,000 out of a
$125,000 target. The budget required a minimum of
$80,000 in sponsorships for 2012.

A membership survey was sent out to all State and Re-
gional association in January with a deadline of re-
sponding back to the ALC office by May 1, 2012. To
date, there have been a total of 7 responses to the sur-
vey. During the Spring Board meeting, the responses
that have came in to that date were reviewed. The
committee hopes to have a discussion during the Sum-
mer Board of Directors meeting on the creation of an
equitable dues structure to sustainably fund the organi-
zation.

Biomass Committee

There has not been any action or report from this com-
mittee during the 1% quarter.. The ALC will remain en-
gaged on energy policies in Washington as they
emerge (i.e. Farm Bill). During the Spring Board met-

ing, it was decided that the Biomass Committee would
be holding conference calls as needed.

Master Logger Certification Committee

There has not been any action or report from this com-
mittee during the 1% quarter. The ALC will continue to
promote the MLC® program as well as continue to

fi A Qorkudth the Sustainaplg Fopeyry Bogidiiga Rey

sources Committee member capacity.

Wood Supply Research Institute

ALC members and allied logging businesses worked
with Don Taylor over the first quarter to help Don com-
plete his study on mill/supplier relations. The final re-
port will be rolled out during the WSRI annual meeting
on April 18",

Travel

Travel in the 1° Quarter of 2012 involved a trip in Janu-
ary to South Carolina to meet with Carlton Owen with
the U.S. Endowment for Forests and Communities to
discuss the possibility of a logger check-off program, as
well as attend the South Carolina Timber Producers
Association meeting. ALC President Steve Sherich
was in attendance as well.

Danny Dructor and Travis Taylor traveled to LaGrange,
Georgia in January to meet with Caterpillar representa-
tives John Carpenter, Mike Duncan and Joe Allen to
discuss Sponsorship commitments for 2012 from Cat-
erpillar. During that meeting, Mike Duncan agreed to
serve on the ALC Legislative Committee.

In March, Danny traveled to DC to attend/coordinate
the Spring ALC Fly-In and Board of Directors meeting,
as well as visit Congressional Delegates and Commit-
tee staff to discuss ALC issues. At the briefing in
Washington, he brought in Bill Inbergamo with the
Federal Forest Resource Coalition, Mike McAdams
with the Advanced Biofuels Association, and Congress-
man Steve Southerland (R-FL).

Washington Resource

During the Spring Board of Directors meeting, the
Board of Directors voted to retain the services of Wash-
ington Resource as an aid to feed the organization
more timely information on the issues that are ongoing
in Washington, D.C. Frank Stewart, principal with
Washington Resource, gave a brief presentation on
some of the services that he could provide to the
American Loggers Council.

(Continued on page)
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Forestry Research Advisory Council

The Forestry Research Advisory Committee will hold its first meeting in Washington, D.C. in June, which ALC Ex-
ecutive Vice President Danny Dructor is a member and will attend.

National Advisory Committee for Implementation of the National Forest System Land

Management Planning Rule

The ALC and some of its member organizations submitted letters of recommendation to have Jim Geisinger serve
on the Committee. Nominations are now closed and the decision as to who will serve on that Advisory Committee

will be made in May.

Corporate

The ALC has filed IRS Form 990 for the 2011 tax year as well as updated their State Report for the non-profit cor-

poration chartered in the Sate of Montana.

SC TOP PROGRAM
2012 REVISION

his year will bring a new look to the SC Timber

Operations Professional (TOP) Program originally
created in 1994. The program assists loggers and
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) certified compa-
nies to provide essential training to address environ-
mental issues. Based on feedback from SFI TOP
Trained individuals and other factors, the SCFA TOP
Task Force has decided to revise the training require-
ments and program administration. Additionally, SC
Timber Producers Association members have worked
closely in formulating the changes and endorse the
improved revision.
Details are being finalized to make the program re-
quirements simplified and easy to understand. New
logger training topics required by the SFI 2010-2014
Standard will be incorporated into this revision. Basic
requirements for the newly revised TOP program in-
clude the following elements.

9 Inorder to be eligible to migrate to the new
training system you must be a current TOP
trained individual on June 30, 2012. This
means expired TOP individuals in 2011
must complete and submit to SCFA all
training hours needed under the current
system by June 30™.

9 All participants will have a common annual
expiration date of June 30". The first expi-

ration date for all current TOP SFI Trained
individuals is June 30, 2013.

1 Al participants will be required to view a
SCFA TOP Task Force produced training
DVD annually. Viewing sessions will be
offered and coordinated by approved facili-
tators.

1 Al participants will pay an $80 annual fee
to maintain current TOP SFI Trained
status. The SC TOP Task Force will use
fees to pay for DVD production costs and
various program administrative expenses.

9  After implementation, any TOP SFI
Trained individual that does not view the
training DVD and pay their $80 annual fee
by the June 30™ expiration date must com-
plete the 3-Day TOP class and pay the fee
to reinstate their TOP SFI Trained status.

9 Implementation will begin July 1, 2012.

The SCFA TOP Task Force and SC Timber Producers
Association are confident you will be pleased with this
new revision and the advantages it will offer in meeting
e v er y o n e frarthar iefermhation can be found on
the SCFA website www.scforestry.org by clicking Log-
ger Training on the SCFA Programs page. You may
check your TOP SFI Trained status by clicking the SFI
Trained Individuals list  on this page. For more infor-
mation, contact Sally Tucker at 803-798-4170 or
sally@scforestry.org.

The forestry community relies heavily on TOP SFI
Trained loggers and other forestry professionals to ac-
complish the great work they do in the woods every
day. These changes will make TOP training easier to
accomplish and more relevant to the issues facing our
forestry community. Thank you for your understanding
and support in this transition.
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Making a Difference
By Bob Luoto

n February 16, 2012, | had

the opportunity to go to
Washington, D.C. to give both
written and oral testimony before
the House Subcommittee on Oversight and Investi-
gations Committee on Energy and Commerce. |
discussed the current rules and regulations that
affect not only our company, Cross & Crown, Inc.,
but thousands of logging and forestry companies
across the United States.

My name is Bob Luoto and | am a third generation
logger. | have worked and lived in the northwest
section of Oregon for over 40 years and the major-
ity of my family lives just outside of two great little
towns called McMinnville and Carlton, Oregon. |
have served as President of both the Associated
Oregon Loggers and the American Loggers Coun-
cil. Currently, | represent the American Loggers
Council on the SFI Board of Directors where | am
currently serving as Board Chairman.

The issues that | addressed before the Subcommit-
tee is our support of House bill (HR 2541), and the
recent court rulings inv
tural Rule, which has been in effect almost as long
as | have been a professional logger. These rulings
would effectively put the building and hauling on all
logging roads under the permitting process of the

EPA. The original EPA rules were never intended
to focus on forest roads; however, they are now
included after the rulings by the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals which is located in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia.

The other issues that | testified on involved the
regulatory uncertainty facing professional loggers
in woody biomass. The uncertainty created by the
countless lawsuits that have prevented the harvest-
ing of timber from our federal lands, and the loss of
generations of loggers, as our industry has de-
clined from 73,500 logging jobs in 2001 to 48,400
in 2010. This is a tragic loss of over 35 percent of
our industry nationwide. These rulings will affect
our company greatly. The same issues will cer-
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tainly affect all of the logging
and forestry companies
throughout the United States.
We will all be affected by one or more of these is-

sues in the near future.

I know that when | look at all of these issues, they
seem overwhelming to me. | wonder what kind of a
difference a logging company or one person can

make on the national scene. This is where you, as
loggers and family members, can connect with your
local professional logger associations and also

support the American Loggers Council on the na-

tional level! As the men and women who run log-

ging companies or loggers who work for logging
companies,we cano6t al walytakesd o i
the support of others outside the logging and for-

estry industries and all the loggers throughout the
country to make a difference in Washington, D.C.
Without the support of my wife, Betsy, my son, Kirk,

our employees and the several groups of great

people in other supportive industries, such as John
Deere, supporting the American Loggers Council, |
would not have been able to make the trip to
Washington, D.C. to tell our story as a logging fam-

ily who are small business owners. | f we
to make a difference today, generations of logging
families will continue to go out of business and we
will continue to lose years and years of experience
in the woods. If, as American citizens and loggers,

donot

we dio doatty to khgnge thirgs icdRrAdustry, enl vi ¢ u |

many of the rights we have taken for granted for
years, could be gone before we realize what has
happened. This is a frightening fact that we must
contend with now, whether we like it or not.

I would personally urge you to get involved and
stay involved with the political process at the local
level, the state level and the national level when-
ever you can. | know that these past several years
have been some of the toughest our industry has
faced. But, as we begin to come back from this
huge bl ow to t helwoaddtdll gpon 6 s
to take the lead in all discussions that you can and
on any level of our government that you can when
it comes to what YOU do to serve our nation and
the world-LOG! It WILL make a difference for the
future generations of loggers and logging compa-
nies and the future of our country.

(Continued on pag®8)
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