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Wildfire Management Act of 2015
On June 15, Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) previewed her upcoming wildfire legislation, “The Wildfire Management Act of 2015.”  According to Cantwell, the purpose of the Act is to lower the frequency of large wildfires, reduce the number of houses lost to wildfires, make firefighting operations more efficient and safe, restore fire to ecosystems, and bring assistance to people in need after wildfires. 

Meanwhile, two competing pieces of legislation (the Wildfire Funding Act and the Flame Act Amendment) for wild land firefighting funding appear to have stalled and Congress does not appear likely to act on a solution to prevent borrowing this year, but could lessen the impact by taking swift action on a supplemental appropriations bill when the agencies exhaust their fire suppression budgets.  The American Loggers Council supports the Flame Act Amendment.    

The “Resilient Federal Forest Act of 2015” 
On June 4th, the Resilient Federal Forest Act of 2015, HR 2647, was introduced by Congressman Bruce Westerman (R-AR) and co-sponsored by Ralph Abraham (R-LA), Paul Gosar (R-AZ), Ann Kilpatrick (D-AZ), Doug LaMalfa (R-CA), Reid Ribble (R-WI), Glenn Thompson (R-PA), Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA), an Ryan Zinke (R-MT).  The bill was passed out of the House Natural Resources Committee on June 11 by a vote of 22-15 with Jim Costa (D-CA) being the lone Democrat “yes vote.  The bill was passed out of the House Agriculture Committee on June 17 by voice vote with several Democrats supporting, including ranking Democrat Colin Peterson (D-MN).  H.R. 2467 focuses on providing new streamlined authorities for the Forest Service and BLM to treat forests before and after catastrophic events, creates more early seral habitat, places new limits on litigation, and creates new mechanisms to fund timber management projects.  The American Loggers Council is supporting this legislation. 
The “National Forest Ecosystem Improvement Act”

On June 25, Senator John Barrasso (R-WY) introduced S. 1691 the “National Forest Ecosystem Improvement Act.” The legislation includes a 1,000,000 acre annual acreage mandate for ecosystem restoration projects through mechanical treatments, of which at least 400,000 acres shall be accomplished through commercial thinning and 60,000 acres using even aged management techniques.

The bill allows the Secretary of Agriculture to annually select up to two ecosystem restoration projects per region for binding arbitration in lieu of judicial review.  The projects must be developed collaboratively or be included in a Community Wildfire Protection Plan, and the binding arbitration must be included within 90 days.  The legislation also requires plaintiffs to post a bond in order to challenge ecosystem restoration projects, similar to H.R 2647.  The similarities between H.R. 2647 and S. 1691 would possibly allow the House and Senate to conference should both bills clear their respective chambers.  The American Logger Council is supporting this legislation.
Farm Bill
The Good Neighbor Authority (GNA), reauthorized and expanded in both the Agricultural Act of 2014 (Farm Bill) and the FY 2014 Consolidated Appropriations Act, allows the U.S. Forest Service to partner with States to implement restoration projects across state-federal boundaries.  The agreement templates that will be used to carry out projects under the GNA were subject to approval under the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA). The PRA process provided opportunities for the Forest Service to develop and improve the agreement templates with state forestry and other partners. 

 

The agreement templates have been approved by the Office of Management and Budget and are ready for use with states to begin implementing projects under GNA. The agreement templates can be found on the Forest Service Good Neighbor Authority webpage. 

DOT Releases Truck Size & Weight Technical Report

On June 5, the federal Department of Transportation released the much-awaited “Technical Findings” of its Truck Size and Weight study, anticipated to be the basis for truck weight reform advocacy moving forward.  The American Loggers Council continues to support allowing state legal tolerances on the Federal Interstate Highway System.
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