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American Loggers Council

Quarterly Report to the States
April 1, 2015 – June 30, 2015
The ALC Board of Directors has requested that a quarterly report be generated from the ALC office, highlighting the events and activities of the American Loggers Council.  Our hopes are that you will use these reports to inform your members on how the American Loggers Council is working on their behalf to benefit the timber harvesting industry.

Executive Committee

The Executive Committee held one conference calls during the quarter, on May 28, 2015.  During the meeting, reports were given on the activities of the committees and the work that they had been doing as reported below.
Legislative Committee
The ALC Legislative Committee, chaired by Jim Geisinger, discussed the activity, or lack thereof on some of the issues that the ALC was currently engaged in.  As of June 30, there has not been a reintroduction of the Right to Haul Act in Washington.  Also, there have been no new cosponsors on the Future Careers in Logging Act. 
Fire funding legislation appears to have stalled in both the House and Senate and there is no immediate “fix” in sight for the practice of “fire-borrowing” by the US Forest Service.
The ALC has been active in endorsing two bills that were introduced in June that would offer more tools in the toolbox for the US Forest Service, including the National Forest Ecosystem Improvement Act, S. 1691 and the Resilient Federal Forest Act of 2015, H.R. 2647.  Both bills appear to be on a fast-track with possible late July votes in both the House and Senate.  Both bills address some of the issues and thoughts that the American Loggers Council took to the Hill in late March to discuss with their Congressional delegates.
Communications
The ALC Communications Committee, chaired by Brian Nelson reported for the period that:

1. The Facebook social media page continues to increase in “likes”,

2. The monthly ALC Washington reports are being completed and distributed to members,

3. The monthly “As We See It” editorials are being completed and distributed,

4. The ALC web site has been down for approximately two months due to the web site host going out of business and not letting anyone know what was happening.  Danny has been working with McCullough Creative to try and reestablish and ALC web site, but the process has proceeded very slow.  The company that was hosting the web site also held the domain name, so it is possible that when the ALC web site reemerges, the domain name will be changed. 
Biomass

The ALC Biomass Committee, co-chaired by Richard Schwab and Larry Cumming have not met during the quarter, but co-chair Richard Schwab reported that they would be prepared to present a report in September.
Membership
The ALC Membership Committee, chaired by Myles Anderson, have set goals for both membership and sponsorship in 2015 and have already surpassed sponsorship targets set for 2015.  
Danny Dructor has been in contact with Frank Stewart with the West Virginia Forestry Association, Scott Dane with the Associated Contract Loggers and Truckers of Minnesota, and Paul Lyskava with the Pennsylvania Forest Products Association.  Frank Steward believes that the West Virginia loggers will be ready to join the American Loggers by late September.  Scott Dane stated that he will attend the Summer Board of Directors meeting in Duluth, Minnesota, and Paul Lyskava is trying to contact loggers in Pennsylvania and arrange a meeting with some of the ALC leadership. 
Travel

Travel in the 2nd Quarter of 2015 included a May trip to South Lake Tahoe, California where Danny Dructor met with members of the Federal Timber Purchasers Committee as well as Washington, DC and Regional employees of the US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management.
Danny traveled to Hot Springs, Arkansas on June 18-19 to visit with attendees of the In-Woods Expo, including members of the Arkansas Timber Producers Association and many of the ALC sponsors who were exhibiting at the show. 

Danny traveled to Tallahassee, Florida DC in late June to visit with 1st Vice President Richard Schwab and to visit potential sites for the 2016 Annual Meeting.
Myles Anderson traveled to both Idaho and Montana to make presentations to the Associated Logging Contractors, Inc. (Idaho) and the Montana Logging Association annual meetings.  

Other Highlights

Danny has stayed in contact with Senator McCain’s office in support of the Flame Act Amendment and has visited with Congressman Raul Labrador’s staff on the Future Careers I n Logging Act.  He continues to work with sponsor representatives who are engaged in some of the advocacy efforts of the ALC and Hatton-Brown Publications and Loggers World Magazine to spread the word about the upcoming annual meeting in Eureka, California.
Danny received notice that after 12 years of service on the Sustainable Forestry Board Resources Committee, he would be retired due to the fact that there are no longer any logger interests sitting on the Board.  He was told that if an issue came up that needed input from the logging community, that he would be contacted through the “Logger Forum.”   
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